
Leibniz-Zentrum für Agrarlandschaftsforschung e.V. - HR

The mission of the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research
(ZALF) as a nationally and internationally active research institute is to
deliver solutions for an ecologically, economically and socially sustainable

agriculture – together with society. ZALF is a member of the Leibniz Association and is located in
Müncheberg (approx. 35 minutes by regional train from Berlin-Lichtenberg). The institute maintains
further locations in Brandenburg (Dedelow, Paulinenaue) as well as in Hesse (Giessen,
Witzenhausen, and Geisenheim).

Postdoc (f/m/d) - specializing on landscape change through human-
plant relations

Within PLANTH, are offering a fulltime position for two years starting May 2027 at our
location in Müncheberg as Postdoc (f/m/d).

City: Müncheberg; Starting date (earliest): At the earliest possible; Duration: for two
years; Remuneration:  Classification according to the collective agreement of the federal
states (TV-L) up to E13 (including special annual payment); Reference number: 41-2026;
Closing date: 30/09/26

Tasks

At ZALF, PLANTH is based within the Working Group for Land Use Decisions in a Spatial
and System Context (DSC), which studies landscape transformation as a co-evolutionary
process between people and landscapes. We use the lens of food systems to connect
agriculture, biodiversity, people and landscapes. Together with non-scientific
practitioners, we co-develop visions for landscapes and agricultural and food systems, as
well as strategies to move towards those visions. To date, we focus on strategies
including biodiversity-friendly farming, agroecology, regional value-chains and alternative
food networks, access to land and shifting diets. Drawing on methodologies from across
disciplines, the working group develops novel method combinations to describe and
redesign spatial relationships connecting human and non-human systems.

The project PLANTH proposes to fundamentally shift the human-centric paradigm of
migration and mobility studies by foregrounding the role played by human–nonhuman
relations in creating new livelihoods and ‘making place.’ The project focuses on plants as
mobility companions, as temporal anchors to/in pre- and post-migration lives, and as both
care charges and resources throughout migration. It traces human-plant co-mobilities and
asks how these co-mobilities change and shape landscapes in several interconnected
sites in Europe and Asia. PLANTH is conducted in a collaboration between the Leibniz-
Zentrum Moderner Orient and ZALF, and incorporates expertise from scholars based at
Wageningen University (Netherlands), Ca’Foscari University of Venice (Italy) and Cardiff
University (UK) to foster synergies between spatial, agricultural and ethnobotanical
research and historical and anthropological studies of migration and translocality.

Spatial analysis of landscape, land use and land cover change
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Engage in historical and archival research in countries including Italy, Bangladesh,
Bulgaria, Turkey and potentially Syria to enhance mapping activities
Integrate ethnobotanical findings into spatial analyses by creatively combining
cartographic, ecological, visual, and ethnographic materials
Learn about and use critical cartographic methods for communicating research
findings
Conduct participatory research to explore the meaning of landscape change for
people, plants, and communities
Contribute to a positive working and project group culture
Develop your career and research profile within the framing of the PLANTH project

Requirements

PhD in geography, environmental sciences, sustainability sciences, and similar
Ability to map and analyse land use and land cover change
Able to travel to different field sites in Italy and Turkey and engage in
participatory research, including planning and conducting workshops and/or
exhibitions
Fluent in English and basic speaking and/or reading skills in one or more of the
following languages: Italian, Bangladeshi, Bulgarian, Turkish and/or Arabic
Deeply curiosity-driven in your research, creative and independent in how you
engage with the topic of human-plant relations in shaping landscape change
Highly collaborative in group contexts

What we offer

An interdisciplinary working environment that encourages independence,
creativity, and mutual support and inspiration
An opportunity to work in an exciting international interdisciplinary research
project including collaboration with research and community partners in at least
two case study regions
An opportunity to gain insights into innovative research methodologies in the
broad field of landscape studies
Classification according to the collective agreement of the federal states (TV-L) up
to E13 (including special annual payment)
A collegial and open-minded working atmosphere in a dynamic research
institution
Company ticket

Application

ZALF promotes equality among all employees and welcomes applications regardless of
ethnic, cultural, or social background, age, religion, ideology, disability, gender, or sexual
identity. The filling of the position in part-time is possible in principle. Please send your
application preferably online (see button online application below). For e-mail
applications, create one PDF document (one PDF file, max. 5 MB; packed PDF documents,
archive files like zip, rar etc. Word documents cannot be processed and therefore cannot
be considered!) including a motivation letter, a CV, proof of qualification and certificates,
stating the reference number 41-2026 until September 30, 2026 (see button e-mail
application below). Interviews will be conducted in the first weeks of November 2026, and
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you must be available in this timeframe.

https://jobs.zalf.de/jobposting/c17e5e3d631392c1a8769ecb184f00d0d35ae3960

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us: Dr. Maria Kernecker, Tel.
+49 (0) 33432/82-448.

For cost reasons, application documents or extensive publications can only be returned if
an adequately stamped envelope is attached. If you apply, we collect and process your
personal data in accordance with Articles 5 and 6 of the EU GDPR only for the processing
of your application and for purposes that result from possible future employment with the
ZALF. Your data will be deleted after six months.

More information at https://stellenticket.de/206491/TUBS/
Offer visible until 10/09/26
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