
Freie Universität Berlin - Zentralinstitut Osteuropa-Institut -
Arbeitsbereich "Geschichte"

In the summer of 2026, the research group “Entangled Energies: Actors, Spaces and
Practices in Eastern Europe” will commence its work at the Institute for Eastern
European Studies at Freie Universität Berlin. This DFG-funded group brings together
researchers from Freie Universität, Humboldt University, the Centre Marc Bloch and
the Leibniz Centre for Literary and Cultural Research. The research centres on three

questions: Firstly, we examine spatial arrangements: how do the extraction and circulation of
energy and the (re)configuration of resource spaces interrelate? Secondly, the focus is on actors:
within which formal and informal network structures do human and non-human actors shape
energy environments? Thirdly, we are concerned with competing narratives: which notions, topoi
and concepts shape energy discourses? To address these complex issues, the interdisciplinary
group connects researchers from literary and cultural studies, political science, history, sociology
and economics, working in close collaboration.

Wiss. Mitarbeiter*in (Praedoc) (m/w/d)
Research assistant (praedoc) (m/f/d) with 65%part-time job limited to 4 years (subject to
the approval of funds) salary grade (Entgeltgruppe) 13 TV-L FU reference code: Prädoc

65% Forschungsgruppe Energie Geschichte

City: Berlin; Starting date (earliest): At the earliest possible; Duration: befristet auf 4 Jahre
(vorbehaltlich der Mittelbewilligung); Remuneration: Entgeltgruppe 13 TV-L FU; Reference
number: Prädoc 65% Forschungsgruppe Energie Geschichte; Closing date: 18/05/26

Tasks

Job description:
The subproject examines the social and political impacts of unreliable energy supply,
using the Republic of Moldova as a case study. In post-Soviet societies characterized by
energy vulnerability, dealing with “voltage fluctuations” became a constitutive everyday
experience.
This phenomenon will be analyzed here from a comparative perspective. The project
addresses not only questions of adjustment and adaptation, but also the infrastructural
dimensions of supply and energy security, as well as the instrumentalization of energy
supply in political conflicts.
The predoc will write a doctoral dissertation under the supervision of the PI on the topic of
the subproject and, in collaboration with the project leadership, will participate in
academic publications and events of the subproject and the research group.

Requirements

Requirements:

Master’s degree in East European Studies, History, or a related field
Desirable:
Very good language proficiency (C1) in English, as well as Russian or Romanian
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Application

Please submit, together with your application documents (cover letter, CV, certificates), a
brief project outline (approx. 2 pages) in which you explain how you intend to address the
project’s research topic within the framework of a doctoral project. If you have any
questions regarding the project topic, please contact the principal investigator (Prof. Dr.
Robert Kindler robert.kindler@fu-berlin.de). Applications, together with relevant
supporting documents and quoting the reference number, no later than May 18th, 2026
should be submitted electronically as a single PDF document via email to Prof. Dr. Robert
Kindler (geschichte@oei.fu-berlin.de)

Freie Universität Berlin
Zentralinstitut Osteuropa-Institut
Arbeitsbereich "Geschichte"
Herrn Prof. Dr. Robert Kindler
Garystr. 55
14195 Berlin (Dahlem)

With an electronic application, you acknowledge that FU Berlin saves and processes your
data. FU Berlin cannot guarantee the security of your personal data if you send your
application over an unencrypted connection.
Freie Universität Berlin is an equal opportunity employer.

More information at https://stellenticket.de/203713/BUA/
Offer visible until 18/05/26
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